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Welcome to the March 2018 issue of this IT Newsletter!
We recognize the commitment of the staff, students, administrators, alumni, community, and other stakeholders in fulfilling
the vision of the college! Building the tradition of excellence and innovation in the teaching-learning process ultimately ensures
a vivacious community of future professionals that could make great difference in the Sultanate and in the world! It is so inspiring to see how the department undertakes its role in shaping such a field of excellence. The staff are actively engaged into
research and innovative projects. On the other hand, the students are empowered in embracing the latest technological knowledge and skills.
The articles under this issue include, but not limited to, news about staff who presented scholarly papers and facilitated workshops, external evaluators who were invited during the Course Project First Review, students and staff who participated in a Programming Competition, experts who were invited for Consultancy matters, a staff who developed an
online application, OJT orientation that had been conducted, Oracle Virtual Technical Presentations that were
attended by students and staff, and the Women’s Day as well as the College Open Day that had been celebrated.
Looking ahead, the department is always hopeful for success among all! Enjoy reading!
http://www.hct.edu.om/academic-departments/it-department

Dr. Huda Al-Shuaily
Head of IT Department

Majan International Conference 2018
The IT Department Staff of the Higher College of Technology
presented four (4) papers and conducted a workshop during
the Majan International Conference (MIC 2018) which was
organized by the Majan College last March 19-20, 2018.The
aim of the conference was to allow academicians, professionals, and leaders to congregate and discuss the roles of entre-

Paper 2: “Towards Facilitating Student’s Learning and Engagement in an Online Pedagogy: A Search for a Personalized
Online Learning Framework for a Technology-Enhanced
Learning”
Presenter & Author: Dr. Eduardo Jr. Lacap
Authors: Dr. Huda Al- Shuaily, Ms. Juliet F. Ramos, Mr. Gregorio
A. Dela Cruz, Jr.

preneurship and technological skills in helping to grow and
diversify Oman’s economy.
There were mainly three (3) areas for paper submission under
the following themes: (1) Entrepreneurship, Business and
Management, (2) Information Technology, and (3) Soft Skills
and Enabling Skills.
Apart from other reputable journals, major technical sponsors
of the conference were IEEE including IEEE Oman Section and
IEEE Xplore Digital Library.

Paper 3: “IaaS-Cloud Security Enhancement: An Intelligent
Attribute-based Access Control framework”
Presenter & Author: Dr Shadha Mohamed ALAmri
Author: Dr. Shadha Mohamed Al-Amri
Paper 4: “Internet Of Nano Things: Challenges And Opportunities”
Presenter & Author: Dr. Tripti Sharma
Authors: Dr. Manal Al-Rawahi, Mrs. Praba P.
Workshop 1: “Workshop on Open Educational Resources
(OERs) for IT and Math Courses”
Workshop Facilitators: Dr. Huda Al-Shuaily, Dr. Eduardo Jr.
Lacap. ***

Below are the details about the total four (4) research papers
that had been presented and the workshop that had been
facilitated by IT staff of the Higher College of Technology
during the said conference.

Upcoming Events
The Higher College of Technology, in collaboration with the
IT Department, will host an event called “1st Oman IoT Olympics 2018”. More details about the event are found in the follow-

Paper 1: “Recursive Clustering Technique for Students’ Perfor-

ing link: http://www.hct.edu.om/iot-olympics/

mance Evaluation in Programming Courses”
Presenter & Author: Mr. V. K. Anand

The Higher College of Technology will organize the “Model

Authors: Dr. S. K. Abdul Rahiman, Dr. Ben George, and Dr.
Huda Al- Shuaily

Employee Ceremony” on April 17, 2018 at 1:00PM in the
College Auditorium.
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Course Project External Evaluators from MOE

Google # Code Programming Competition 2018

Some staff of the Ministry of Education (MoE) were invited as

Google # Code Programming Competition is an annual

course project external evaluators during a Course Project

event conducted by the Google, Inc. The competition was

Review which was held last March 22, 2018 in N239. The aim of

open to higher education students and professionals in

the review was to involve the external stakeholders to check if

Europe, the Middle East and Africa. This year, the said com-

the system’s functionalities suit their business as well as system

petition was held on March 1-2, 2018 in the German Univer-

requirements.

sity of Technology which is one of the hubs of the mentioned event.
A number of competing teams from various colleges and
universities across the Sultanate of Oman had participated
during the event. From the Higher College of Technology,
four (4) teams competed to showcase their programming
skills. Three (3) HCT staff took part in the said event as
participants while mentoring the other participating
students.

The following students presented their project to the evaluators: Amrulas Al-Saigh, Nasr Al-Kulaibi, Muna Al-Riyami, Bashair
Al-Hashli, and Hanadi Al-Harrasi. The students developed a
website entitled “Virtual English Self-Learning” using HTML,
CSS, Bootstra, Javascript, JQuery, MySQL. The website allows
students to learn English subjects effectively in an interactive
manner.
The evaluation panel comprises of the following MoE staff: Mr.
Ibrahim Al-Balushi, Mr. Abullah Al-Rashdi, Ms. Azza Al-Riyami,
Ms. Fatma Al-Kalbani, and Ms. Sumayya Al-Balushi. Along with
them, the following IT staff joined the discussion: Ms. Areej
Al-Majed, the Head of Course Project Steering Sub-Committee,
and Ms. Rachana Marathe, the Advanced Diploma Course

The participating students were a mixed of Information

Project Coordinator for Software Engineering.

Technology (IT) and Engineering (ENG) students. The First
Team includes Manar Hamed Al-Ghafri (IT), Fatema Nasser

According to Ms. Rachana, “We received very positive feedback

Al-Fanna (ENG), Ghaniya Khamis Al-Abri (Pharmacy), and

on the projects, students felt motivated, students were devel-

Aysha Rashid Al-Kalbani (Applied Science). The Second

oping projects that could be used in the real world and help

Team includes Abrar Ali Al-Balushi (IT), Hannadi Abdulaziz

students in public schools to learn English in a fun way, there

Al-Harrasi (IT), and Mohammed Abdullah Al-Wahaibi (ENG).

was a sense of achievement in general.” ***

The Third Team includes Faisal Al-Balushi (IT), Ali Al-Naabi
(IT), and Muntadhar Al-Ajmi (IT). The Fourth team includes
Ahmed Muneer and Nader Al-Balushi.
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[Continued from page 2]

On the other hand, the participating staff include the following:
Mr. Mohammed Mushtaq Ahmed, Mr. Roby Surendran, and Ms.
Shaima Al-Amri. The figure below presents the teams that
garnered the following scores along with their respective hubs.
As reported on the image, the teams 2, 3, 5, and 6 were the teams
who represented the Higher College of Technology.

College Open Day Celebration
The IT Department Staff and students had participated
during the College Open Day last March 20, 2018. There
were several activities organized by the College that had
involved all the staff and students alike. During the event,
the Educational Technology Centre (ETC) awarded the top
users of Office 365. Among them were Dr. Dhanasekar
Natarajan (Math Lecturer) and Mohammed Raheez (Internet and E-Security Lecturer) who were awarded as the top
users of the OneDrive facility.

Finally, the figure below reported that HashX, which was one of
the teams that represented HCT, ranked top 1 among the teams
with a score of 47, 446, 208.

The staff and students enjoyed attending the various activities during the event such as as Penetrating a Secure
Network, Network Set-up & Configuration Activity, Library
Day competitions such as Reading Competition (Arabic &
English Category) and Scavenger Hunt, and a Photo Booth.
Also, the Techno Group organized a 4-hour fun of playing

Moreover, the IT Department is planning ahead to make the

the Abalone game. ***

Higher College of Technology to also become a hub which may

Oracle Academy Virtual Student Day

host the forthcoming annual Google # Code events. ***

The

Oracle

Academy

Members were invited to

Announcement

participate the International Women’s Day last
March 8, 2018 to learn
more about technology

Dr. Asma Hamoud Al-Marhubi, the Head of IT Department

trends and technological

Research Committee, informed the department that the

opportunities.

College Research Committee considers papers that are only
listed in either Clarivate or Scopus. Therefore, the staff are
encouraged to ensure that their conference papers or research
papers should be properly and appropriately indexed. ***

Having

made it available in a
virtual platform, the participants joined the event at their
own convenience. The topics included the following: Artificial Intelligence, IOT-Smart Devices, and Cloud 101. ***
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iLearning Academy Course Completion Awarding Ceremony

HCT representatives Ahmed Al-Mukhaini and Hanadi
Last March 29, 2018, the department organized an Awarding Cere-

Al-Harrasi won the third place in Programming Contest, in

mony to recognize 248 students who had completed courses in

addition to the title “The Steadfast Programmer”. ***

the iLearning Academy, as a requirement in the following courses:
Oracle Fundamentals taught by Ms. Ronette Rabanal, SQL
Concept and Syntax taught by Mr. Irshad Ahmad, Object-Oriented
Programming (Java) taught by Ms. Shqran Abdulwahab, Ms. Malathy Sankaran, and Mr. N. Balasupramanian, Structured Query
Language taught by Ms. Nomilyn Cayton, and Object-Oriented
Programming taught by Dr. Shabbeer Shaik.
The students who successfully completed the course received
Certificates of Achievement while those students who satisfactorily completed all coursework and training received Certificates of
Completion.

Mr. Talib Al-Mahruqi, the Head of Multimedia

OJT Orientation and Registration
The Department On-the-Job-Training (OJT) Committee
conducted an OJT Orientation and Registration last March
19, 2018 in N417.
The aim of the orientation was to provide awareness
among OJT students on how to interact effectively in the
workplace and utilize their knowledge, skills, and values
into practice. Also, OJT registration had been included as
part of the agenda.

Section, awarded the said certificates to the awardees. ***

Winners at TechFest 2018: Student Competitions
The IT Department of the College of Applied Sciences-Ibri
organised the TechFest 2018 held last March 27, 2018. The aim of
the festival was to bring together students of various higher
education institutions to enrich their knowledge and skills on
computer programming.
There were nine (9) different colleges which had participated
into three (3) different categories, namely: Technical Quiz,
Programming, and Data Modeling. More than seventy-five (75)
students from different institutions took part in the competitions, which were held in several stages.

The facilitator of the event was Mr. Ahmed Al-Qasmi, the
Head of Department OJT Committee, who discussed about
the aims of OJT, the OJT Requirements, the Common Rules
in the Workplace, and the OJT Challenges. ***
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Online Application: Pilot Testing Workshop

IEEE International Conference
Mr.

Mohammed

Sulaiman

Said

Mr.

Mohammed

Mushtaq

Ahmed,

Al-Bahri

Software Engineering Lecturer, devel-

presented a paper entitled

oped an Online Application which

“AES Parallel Implementa-

contains a module that can be used for

tion on a Homogeneous

reporting cheating cases during examina-

Multi-Core Microcontrol-

tions. The developer was invited for a Pilot

ler” during the 2018 IEEE

Testing Workshop last March 22, 2018 in N419. The partici-

International Conference

pants included the members of the College Examination

on Current Trends towards

Committee and other staff from the different academic

Converging Technologies

departments.

2018 which was held last
March 1-3, 2018 in SVS
College of Engineering, Coimbatore, India.

According to Mr. Mushtaq, the developer of the system,
“The existing reporting system takes a rigorous time to

The authors of the said paper are the following: Mr. Mohammed
Said Sulaiman Al-Bahri (Internet and E-Security Lecturer), Mr.
Kunal Gupta (Internet and E-Security Lecturer), Aqdar Jaber
Al-Shebani (Student), and Omnia Khamis Al-Awaisi (Student).
Other professionals and scientists from all over the globe also
attended the conference. ***

process required documents and therefore an online application such as this may handle issues related to efficiency as
regards to time and documentation.”
Moreover, the department encourages all the staff to share
their innovative ideas which may lead to the improvement
of operational activities of the department and of the
college-at-large. ***

E-Learning Consultancy

Seminar on Project-Based Learning
As part of the HCT’s Staff Development
Program, the Human Resource (HR)
Department of the College invited Dr. Saju
Mohanan, Database Lecturer, as Resource
Speaker during a seminar entitled “Project-Based Learning (PBL)” last March 15,
2018 in N414.
The IT Department invited Mr. Anunag Singh from the School of
Computing Science and Engineering of the Galgotias University
as visiting consultant to share his expertise about moodle. Moreover, Dr. Jeevanandam J. was also invited as resource speaker
during the “Competitive Programming” event which was held last
March 21, 2018. Mr. Talib Al-Mahruqi, the Head of Multimedia
Section, awarded the Certificates of Appreciation to the aforenamed experts. ***

Twenty-six (26) staff members from the various departments in HCT attended the said seminar. The main objective of this training program was to talk about PBL as a
promising student-centered learning approach which may
improve the employability of the graduates. The seminar
focused on the concepts and phases of implementing PBL
and the latest online tools used in PBL. ***
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Alumni Corner

Women’s Day Celebration

I am Fawaz Mahmood Al- Farsi, an alumnus of the IT Department of
Higher College of Technology. I graduated with a bachelor’s degree in
Information Systems (formerly called IT-Business). Currently, I am
working in the largest telecommunication company in the Sultanate
as an Information Technology Auditor in the Internal Audit Department. To date, I have already completed three and a half years with
the company and I am very pleased and happy because I love my job.

As a student, I really enjoyed my whole college journey which was
filled with knowledge, joy, unforgettable moments and adventure.
Being interested in both technology and business alike, I have chosen

The Staff Development Committee organized an event to

the Information Systems as my field. During my college years, I was

celebrate the International Women’s Day which was celebrated

participating in a number of activities. I always wanted to enhance my

last March 8, 2018. According to some IT female staff, it is a day

soft skills such as communication skills, leadership skills, and team-

to celebrate womanhood and to some a day of thanksgiving for

work skills. I was once a member of HCT Rovers which I benefited from

women’s versatility in the society. As a humble gesture of

it a lot. I enjoyed being a member of the ITBiz Student Club, too. Partic-

thanksgiving, snacks had been served and shared by all the

ipating in Injaz Oman Competition and won the “Best Creative

staff in the department. ***

Product” had been an honor and privilege! Moreover, I joined as

“No man succeeds without a good woman
behind him. Wife or mother, if it is both, he is
twice blessed indeed.” - Harold MacMillan

volunteer member in many other teams to share my talents and skills.
I believe that “the more I give and share, the happier I feel.” I am an
advocate of the belief that “volunteering increases self-confidence as
it gives a sense of pride and identity. Contributing something good for
others and the community-at-large provides a natural sense of
accomplishment.”

EDITORIAL BOARD
My advice to the students is that “Spend time thinking about who you

Moderator: Dr. Huda Al-Shuaily
Editor-in-Chief: Dr. Amando P. Singun, Jr.
Content Editors:

are and what you eventually want for life. Do something ambitious
and difficult before you even feel ready — don't put it off just because
the career world seems too far away. The only way you will find out

1. Mr. Talib Al-Mahruqi

what truly matters to you is by viewing your college experience as

2. Ms. Jacqueline Fat Yara

your opportunity to take risks, put yourself in uncomfortable
situations, and diverge from your peers with the goal to identify the

3. Dr. Tripti Sharma
Contributors: Department Committees
External Affairs:

areas of life that you want your life to be about. At the same time,
make sure you are embracing the present and not living entirely in the
future. Do what you love and love what you do.” ***

1. Ms. Bashayer Al-Ajmi
2. Ms. Khalida Salim Al-Siyabi
Graphic Designer: Mr. Ibrahim Al-Azzi (Diploma Student)

“Do what you love and love
what you do...” - Fawaz

Publicity: Ms. Mercy Claravall

Mr. Fawaz Mahmood Al-Farsi
IT Auditor, Omantel
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