
Welcome to the September 2017 issue of this IT Newsletter! 

As we embark on a new academic year, may I take this opportunity to welcome you all back with an invigorating 
energy! The department is always looking forward to opportunities that would create future success of our educational 
system which is only possible through the power of collective effort in promoting excellence in teaching and research!     

The last academic year yielded to great achievements as a result of collaboration among all the stakeholders of the 
department. I am encouraging you to maintain such trend of collaboration and innovation to accelerate our strategic 
goals this academic year 2017-2018 as well! 

Have a great and rewarding semester ahead!
 
 

Dr. Huda Al-Shuaily
Head of IT Department
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Newly-Joined/ Rejoined Lecturers

It has been a practice of the department to head-start the 

academic year with a general meeting that covers a series of 

presentations as an exercise of retrospection of the last 

academic year’s set of achievements! The �rst department 

general meeting was held last September 7, 2017 in the HCT 

Multi-Purpose Hall (MPH).  

The general meeting had started with glittering words of 

acknowledgment from Dr. Huda Salim Al-Shuaily, the Head 

of Department. She verbalized her gratitude towards the 

exceptional support the sta� had extended to the depart-

ment. She believes that the department’s strategic goals 

and expectations can be made possible through a 

sustained teamwork.  

Mr. Talib Al-Mahruqi, the head of Multimedia Section, and 

Dr. Saad Ahmad Salman, the head of Math Section, were 

also given the chance to talk regarding their respective 

sections. 

We are fortunate to welcome two (2)  newly-re-

joined lecturers, namely: Dr. Muna Al-Rahbi 

(Information Systems) and Mr. Sulaiman 

Nazarudeen (Math); and three (3) newly-joined 

Math lecturers, namely: Dr. Arun Prasath, Dr. 

Pankaj, and Dr. Sivaji Mathan. ***
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Delegates from di�erent countries worldwide attended the 2nd 

World OER Congress in the Republic of Slovenia. Seven (7) dele-

gates represented Oman and two (2) of whom are sta� of the 

Higher College of Technology, namely: Dr. Huda Al-Shuaily, the 

Head of IT Department, and Dr. Manal Nasser Al-Rawahi, 

Networking Senior Lecturer. 

The 2nd World OER Congress scrutinized how to address the 

challenges in mainstreaming OER practices in educational 

systems worldwide, exhibited the world´s best practices in OER 

policies, initiatives and experts, and recommended for the 

mainstreaming of OER with links to best practices. ***

2nd World OER  Congress

Dr. Huda Al-Shuaily Dr. Manal Al-Rawahi



Moreover, Ms. Juliet Ramos and Ms. Shaniba Ibrahim also 

discussed about the integration of Coursera into the Web 

Technology course which they were teaching while Dr. S.K. 

Abdul Rahiman discussed some updates about Faculty-Men-

tored Undergraduate Research Award Program (FURAP). The 

sta� partook of the sumptuous lunch at the end of the meet-

ing. *** 

The meeting was highlighted with a series of presentations on 

achievements by department committees as represented by 

the following sta�: Mr. Samuel Giftson, the HR Committee 

Head, Dr. Amando P. Singun, Jr. and Ms. Jacqueline Fat Yara, the 

QA O�cers, Dr. Vinu Sherimon, the Academic Committee 

Head, Ms. Areej Al-Majed, the Course Project Steering Commit-

tee Head, Dr. Ashish Rastogi, the Research Committee Head, 

Mr. Anand V.K., the Sta� Development Committee Head, Mr. 

Ruel Gilbang, the E-Learning Committee Head, Ms. Ronette 

Rabanal, the Oracle Academy Coordinator, Mr. Leopoldo 

Maglalang, the CISCO Coordinator, Mr. Ahmed Al-Qasmi, the 

OJT Committee Head, and Ms. Rahma Al-Habsi, the Student 

Events Sub-Committee Representative. 

The department adopted Focus Group Discussion as a tech-

nique to ensure a representative participation of the key 

department committees in the preparation of the Opera-

tional Plan (OP) which was held last September 13, 2017 in 

N239. 

Dr. Huda Al-Shuaily, the Head of Department, welcomed all 

the participants. Dr. Amando P. Singun, Jr. and Ms. Jacque-

line Fat Yara, the QA O�cers, brie�y discussed some 

concepts about the relationship between Strategic Plan-

ning (SP) and Operational Planning (OP), and the implemen-

tation of the Approach-Deployment-Results-Improvement 

(ADRI) Quality Model. The implementation steps mentioned 

in the OP had been discussed among the department com-

mittee representatives. 

OP: Focus Group Discussion
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Other participants include Dr. Eman Al-Abri, Dr. Muna Al-Rahbi, 

Dr. Vinu Sherimon, Dr. Ashish Rastogi, Mr. Arun Rajesh, Mr. Ruel 

Michale Gilbang, Ms. Ronette Rabanal, Ms. Mercy Claravall, Ms. 

Ranjini Nair, Ms. Hemalatha Jai Kumar, Mr. Samuel Giftson, Mr. N. 

Balasupramanian, Mr. V.K. Anand, Mr. Roby Surendran, and Ms. 

Jeba Roseline.   

Dr. Amando P. Singun Jr. and Ms. Jacqueline Fat Yara, the QA 

O�cers, facilitated the Focus Group Discussion. The QA O�cers 

believe that involving the sta� in the development of the Oper-

ational Plan may create a sense of ownership among them-

selves. ***

The Upgrade Program aims to trans-

form technical graduation projects 

into successful ICT startups to bring 

socio-economic bene�t in Oman.

The program seeks graduation projects under the following 

six (6) areas: Smart Cities, Internet of Things, Arti�cial Intelli-

gence, Information Security, Big Data and Block Chain. The 

Upgrade Program invites the students to participate in any 

areas of the Upgrade Program. The registration is open from 

March-May 2018. To host a free workshop on “How to 

Convert a Graduation Project to a Startup”, send an email to 

upgrde@trc.gov.om. To �nd more information about the 

program, visit www.upgrade.om. ***

Upcoming Event: Upgrade Program
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The CompTIA conducted workshops among sta� and students 

of the Internet and E-Security and Networking specializations 

last September 11-15, 2017 in N421, HCT. 

The resource speaker was Mr. AbdulRahman Al-Hamied, Comp-

TIA Technology Consultant - Middle East and North Africa. He 

introduced the CompTIA Cloud Essentials which is a certi�ca-

tion that demonstrates the professional’s familiarity with cloud 

computing from a business and technical perspective. It also 

demonstrates the aspects involved in moving to, and govern-

ing the cloud. 

Also, the resource speaker discussed about security exten-

sively. Some of the topics covered were the following:  

Security Fundamentals,  Information Security Controls, 

Authentication Methods, Cryptography, Security Policy 

Fundamentals, Identifying Security Threats and Vulnerabili-

ties,  Social Engineering, Malware, Physical Threats and 

Vulnerabilities, Managing Data, Application, and Host Secu-

rity, Implementing Network Security, Con�gure Security 

Parameters on Network Devices and Technologies,  and 

many more. ***

CompTIA Workshops



NEWSLETTER
SUB-HEADINGS

IT NEWSLETTER
The department has a team of innovative minds who has been 

selected as one of the winners during the Faculty Mentored 

Undergraduate Research Award Projects (FURAP) in the 

academic year 2017-2018. The details are mentioned below:

Research Title: “Blood Donation 

Application” 

Principal Investigator: Dr. Huda 

Al-Shuaily

Assistant Investigator: Dr. S.K. 

AbdulRahiman 

Research Students: Shuaib Suleiman Salim Al Mandhari, Hamed 

Humood Hamed Al-Maskari, Sara Hamad Nasser Al-Mahrazi, 

Ahmed Muneer Sulaiman Al-Masroori, and Mohammed Rashid 

Al-Wahaibi 

The team is quali�ed to participate during the upcoming TRC 

Annual National Research Award (NRA) for the academic year 

2018-2019. Their research project is very innovative that may 

address one of the pressing needs of the people in the knowl-

edge-based economy. 

Moreover, FURAP scholarships are granted by The Research 

Council (TRC) through higher education institutes, colleges and 

universities in Oman. The FURAP scholarships are designed for 

undergraduate students studying at local colleges and univer-

sities who wish to conduct research either on campus or at 

other research sites within the Sultanate of Oman during their 

undergraduate education. The Team may then apply to receive 

a FURAP grant using FURAP Electronic System through The 

Research Council website (www.trc.gov.om). Proposal evalua-

tion of FURAP applications will be done at the institution level 

by an evaluation committee called Institutional Proposal Evalu-

ation (IPE) committee. ***

Dr. Said Al-Muqbali of the Public Prosecution Oman, Engr. 

Saleh Al-Hashmi of the ITA, and Engr. Malek Al-Kadwari of 

the Cyber Security Team became the key personalities 

during the panel discussion called Cyber Security Talk that 

was held last September 27, 2017 in HCT Auditorium.  The 

moderator of the panel discussion was Ms. Shaima Al-Amri, 

Internet and E-Security Lecturer.

The discussion centered on cyber security crimes from 

legal and technical perspectives. The rules and regulations 

of Oman related to cyber crimes were also discussed.

“If learning is an act of exploration, then technology 
equips the explorer for the journey of a lifetime.”  
                                                         - Anonymous

TRC-FURAP Awardees 

The event was attended by Dr. Mohammed Tarawneh, the 

Assistant Dean for Academic A�airs, Dr. Khalid Al-Abri, the 

Assistant Dean for Administration and Finance, Dr. Huda 

Salim Al-Shuaily, the Head of IT Department, Mr. Talib 

Al-Mahruqi, the Head of Multimedia Section, as well as IT 

and ETC sta� and students from various departments. ***  

Cyber Security Talk
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The sta� attended a general orientation on emergency 

evacuation held last September 13, 2017 in the Multi-Pur-

pose Hall. 

The volunteer �rst aid responders as well as �re warden 

group members for the IT Department are the following: 

Ms. Ranjini Nair, Mr. Farhan Ghafoor, Mr. Vineet Pandit, Ms. 

Mercy Claravall, Dr. Shabeer Shaikh, Ms. Rachana Marathe, 

Mr. Mohammed Mushtaq, Mr. Jotish Chembath, Ms. Nisha 

M. A., Dr. S.K. AbdulRahman, Dr. Narasimha Prasad, and Dr. 

Kamal Kumar. ***

Emergency Evacuation Orientation
The Student Events Committee, headed by Ms. Shaima Al-Amri, 

organized an event where Oman CERT representatives, namely: 

Mr. Iman Mahmoud Odeh, Mr. Khalid Al-Amraani, and represen-

tatives from Cyber Talents Company (Egypt) briefed the HCT 

students last September 28, 2017 in HCT Auditorium. 

Students are being invited to participate in the Cybersecurity 

CTF Competition which is an Information Security competition 

with the following competition categories: Network Security, 

Web Security, Malware Reverse Engineering, Digital Forensics, 

Cryptography, and General Knowledge.

Winning prizes include Oman National CyberSecurity CTF Com-

petition, Medals & Certi�cates, and an opportunity to travel to 

Egypt and play in “Arab Regional Cybersecurity CTF 2017”. Quali-

�cation round has been scheduled on October 26-28, 2017 and 

team’s formation within November 1-9, 2017, and the Final 

round will be on November 11. For further information, follow 

twitter: @cyber_Talents, access email: Support@cybertal-

ents.com, and facebook: https://www.facebook.com/cybertal-

entso�cial. ***

National CTF Competition Induction

The Risk, Health and Safety  (RHS) Committee requested all 

sta� to �ll the Head Count Form which has been placed at 

the back of doors of each classroom or laboratory. It has to 

be �lled twice i.e. at the start of the semester (List Column) 

and after the Midterm (Actual Column). The headcount is 

important as a form of monitoring the number of actual 

students in case of an emergency evacuation. *** 

RHS Head Count Form
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I am Ms. Khalida Salim Al-Siyabi, currently a Lecturer of the IT 

Department of the Higher College of Technology. I was once 

a student of this college who took up Information Systems 

as my specialization. During my productive college life, I was 

so engrossed to teamwork with my fellow student-leaders. I 

utilized my time to balance both my studies and my 

extra-curricular activities. Also, I participated in other youth 

activities globally where I was able to extend my learning 

horizon. Through such activities, I was able to develop 

myself towards getting a competitive career in the job 

market. 

I started my career as Data Analyst at the Ooredoo last 2015 

and in the following year, I was granted by the Ministry of 

Manpower to pursue my Master’s degree in Scotland. I grad-

uated with the degree Master in Data Science for Business at 

the Stirling University, Scotland. After getting the master’s 

degree, I am now a full-�edged lecturer of my Alma Mater! It 

has been my dream, since I was a student of HCT, to become 

a lecturer in this prestigious college! Indeed, a dream which 

came true! 

With my experience, I believe that acquiring success of any 

endeavor requires patience, perseverance and much of hard 

work! Attract your goal with action! Your young dream 

would mature enough as you gain the appropriate knowl-

edge and skills! And of course, VALUES should never be 

misplaced! Never stop dreaming. Always learn new things in 

every single day!  “To bring life to your dreams, you have to 

be smart enough to choose what you want in life! Give 

attention to your studies. Be patient until you get what you 

wish for. Have the passion in every single thing that you are 

doing to achieve your dream! Utilize all the skills that you 

possess. Work in your weaknesses and maintain your 

strengths! It takes every single opportunity to develop your 

self. Finally, always aim for success!”. ***

Alumni Corner

As IT/Math teaching professionals, the sta� have their own 

distinct training requirements. The department customized its 

Sta� Development Plan in a way that is meaningful among the 

sta�.  Using an electronic form to gather the sta� training 

needs, teaching strategies, OER, Big Data, Data Analysis, 

Mobile Applications, Statistical Analysis using SPSS, Medita-

tion and Yoga, and Basics of Arabic Language are the identi-

�ed most-sought trainings by the sta�. Hence, sta� develop-

ment activities are based on sta� training needs and sta� 

appraisal results. ***

Training Needs Analysis (TNA)

The department wishes for a voluntary participation into the 

various department committees. The number and names of 

the committees had been modi�ed to keep it consistent with 

the existing policies and with the strategic plan. The sta� were 

invited to �ll-in the electronic form where they signi�ed their 

intent. The summary of this survey has been kept by the IT 

Council who did the rigorous selection. 

Participation into department committees is vital as part of 

sta�’s commitment and dedication to service, which in turn a 

part of Sta� Appraisal. ***

E-Form: Department Committees

EDITORIAL BOARD

Ms. Khalida Salim Al-Siyabi
IT Lecturer, HCT

“Success is earned through 
patience, perseverance, and 
much of hard work!”  - Khalida


