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HOD'S MESSAGE
Welcome to the January 2017 issue of this IT Newsletter! 

January had been such a splendid month which offered so many Opportunities for Improvement (OFI) in the 
department! The various committees of the department have been doing their responsibilities that continuously 
bring the department into a greater height of concerted success! Their consistent support and contribution truly 
deserve applause and appreciation! 

The activities during the month of January mainly focused on industrial and social engagement, 
industry and academic linkages, staff and staff services, student and student services, awareness 
on vision-mission statement, staff hand-over, and alumni. Apparently, the mutual engagement 
and the consistent collaboration with the other stakeholders such as community and the industry 
may lead to short-term and long-term benefits that strengthen the quality of education.

Dr. Huda Al-Shuaily
Head of IT Department
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HCT-IT is very thankful to the support and generosity of 
the following sponsors of the event: Khimji Ramdas, 
Office Supplies Co. L.L.C., and Al Jarwani Hospitality. *** 
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Techno Kid is one of the programs of the Indus-
trial and Social Engagement Committee which 
aims to expose the IT-HCT students into social 
and community engagement activities by pro-
moting their voluntary work to share their practi-
cal knowledge and skills and to develop their 
good values. Last January 15-19, 2017, a series of 
technical workshops on Virtual Programming, 
Virtual Networking, and Website Designing  had 
been conducted by the IT-HCT students among 
school students aged 8-11 years, scheduled 
throughout the day from 8:00-2:00PM and 
4:00-8:00PM.  

Techno Kid Technical Workshops  

The Resource Speakers were HCT-IT students as 
follows:  Ahmed  Saqer Al-Rashdi, Habib Thani 
Al-Maawali, Hanadi Abdulaziz Al-Harrasi, Siham 
Younis Al-Shuaibi, Kawther Shames Al-Kharousi, 
Al Muntadher Abdullah Al-Ajmi, Ashraf  Ismael  
Al-Rashdi, Adil Muhammad Al-Rashi, Ismail 
Yaqoob Al-Hilali, Hamad Hamood Al-Maskari, 
Maha Majid Al-Busaidi, Ayat Hilal Al-Busaidi, 
Sundus Said Al-Jabri, Amer Juma Al-Battashi, and 
Muntadhar Al-Ajmi.
The following members of the Industrial and 
Social Engagement Committee organized the 
event: Dr. Kauthar Thani Al-Khaifi, Ms. Huda 
Al-Ghafri, Mr. Mohammed Said Al-Bahri, and Ms. 
Samar Abdullah Al-Araimi.
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fast track training by ita

Finally, the ITA provided Certificates of Completion 
among the students who completed the training 
while the HCT provided Certificates and Tokens of 
Appreciation among the ITA Delegates and to the 
IHCT-IT staff attendees as follows:  Mr. Babusab 
Nadaf, Dr. Abdul Rahiman Shaikh, Mr. Imad Salim Al 
Barwani, Ms. Shaima Amur Al Amri (Organizer), and 
Ms. Areej Al Majed (Organizer). ***

A Fast Track Training (FTT) was conducted by 
ITA-Centre of Excellence for Mobile Application 
Development among IT-HCT students last January 
25-29, 2017. This 5-day hands-on training focused 
on Android & Hybrid Technologies. Mr. R. Kranthi 
Kumar was the trainer/resource speaker for the 
Android App Development while Mr. M. Vedavyas 
was the trainer/resource speaker for the Hybrid 
App Development. ITA managers namely Mr. 
Muhannad Al-Naabi and Mr. V. Srinivas also attend-
ed the FTT. 

UPCOMING EVENT. . .
teaching excellence awards

CompTIA had conducted several meetings with HCT 
with the aim of CompTIA to foster a collaboration initia-
tive with HCT to embed various certification courses into 
its curriculum. HCT-IT has corresponded and met with 
the following CompTIA personalities, namely: Mr. Todd 
Thibodeaux (CEO & President, CompTIA), Mr. Graham 
Hunter (Vice-President, CompTIA-Europe & Middle 
East), and Mr. Yasir Elkabbany (Territory Development 
Manager, CompTIA), and Mr. Ahmed Al-Naabi (Comp-
TIA).

Outstanding teaching is an integral part of HCT 
vision-mission and is deserving of significant recog-
nition. IT Department is planning to have “Teaching 
Excellence Awards” where winners will be 
announced on February 24, 2017. ***

CompTIA Delegates Visited IT-HCT 

The most recent meeting with CompTIA was held last 
January 30, 2017. Decisions made include the following: 
collaboration between CompTIA and HCT, IT Program to 
cover CompTIA Certification Courses effective next 
academic year 2017-2018, CompTIA to provide the Soft-
ware and Hardware Specifications to establish proper 
testing in HCT, CompTIA to facilitate IT Fundamental 
Certification (ITF), provision of Project+ course, CompTIA 
to train the trainers, and CompTIA to initially tie-up with 
HCT before the rest of CoTs. ***    



Internet of Things seminar
Mr. Turki Al-Yahmadi (CISCO Systems Engineer) 
conducted a 2-hour seminar on Internet of Things 
(IoT) last January 22, 2017 in IT-HCT, participated in by 
Advanced Diploma and Bachelor students of various 
specializations. The Internet of Things (IoT) is a wide 
array of interrelated computing devices, machines, 
objects, individuals that are provided with unique 
identifiers and the ability to transfer data over a 
network without requiring human-to-human or 
human-to-computer interaction. ***
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cloud computing integration
project with ita
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The IT Section that comprises of the Database and 
Software Engineering staff held a meeting last Janu-
ary 26, 2017 in N310, HCT. 
The meeting was divided into two sessions.  During 
the first session, Ms. Jacqueline Fat Yara (QA Officer) 
presented the College Vision-Mission statement and 
followed by a discussion on ADRI Model, SP/OP, and 
Internal/External Audits by Dr. Amando P. Singun Jr. 
(QA Officer). Also, Dr. Mary Ann C. Paguio (PMC 
Officer) presented the College Policies. 
The second session had the following agenda: Advis-
ing Issues, Class Management Issues, Self-Study, 
Course Project, Professionalism, and other academ-
ic-related matters.
Moreover, the Department Quality Assurance Com-
mittee distributed pieces of bookmark among the 
staff as a creative means to raise awareness about 
the College Vision-Mission Statement. ***   

The department explored the possibilities of ITA to 
collaborate with HCT-IT in the upcoming project of 
integrating cloud computing into student projects, 
resources and IT services. 
Dr. Manal Al-Rawahi (IT Lecturer, NW), Mr. Moham-
med Al-Bahri (IT Lecturer, IES), Ms. Shaima Al-Amri (IT 
Lecturer, IES), and Ms. Najma Al-Mahrooqi (Network 
Team Lead, ETC) visited the ITA last January 8, 2017 for 
a roundtable meeting, which was joined by the ITA 
staff as follows: Mr. Abdullah Al-Barwani (DG of Infra-
structure, Infrastructure Division, ITA), Mr. Vijaya 
Rajasekaran Shanthi (Project Manager, ITA), and 
Dhafir Saif Hammad Al-Kalbani (ITA).
Some points of discussion during the meeting were 
about Workshops on G-Cloud, Cloud Computing 
Curriculum Models, Course Projects/Researches on 
Software Define Networks, Building a Cloud with 
Open Source Platform, and other matters related to 
Cloud Services offered by ITA. *** 

it section STAFF meetingHand-Over Arrangement

As a formal hand-over procedure of the depart-
ment, Dr. Fatema Saif Al-Yazeedi (HoS, IT) handed 
over all documents, files, and responsibilities to the 
other IT Council members namely Dr. Huda Al-Shuai-
ly (HoD-IT) and Mr. Talib Al-Mahruqi (HoS, MM) last 
January 31, 2017 in HoD’s Office. The QA Officers 
facilitated the hand-over arrangement.
Dr. Fatema Saif Al-Yazeedi graciously left the 
department last January 31, 2017 and will be working 
with the Ministry of Manpower thereafter. *** 
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Mr. Mohammed Mushtaq Ahmed (IT Lecturer, HCT) 
and Mr. Hussain Mohammed Sultan Al-Lawati (Staff, 
ADAF-HCT) had conducted a “Workshop on VISA 
Application System” at Ibri College of Technology 
(IbriCT) last January 17, 2017, participated in by all 
ministry staff of IbriCT. ***

e-learning functionalities

The proponents, namely: Dr. Eduardo Lacap Jr., Mr. 
Gregorio Dela Cruz Jr., and Ms. Juliet F. Ramos, togeth-
er with other HCT Staff such as Mr. Ruel Michael 
Gilbang (Head, E-learning Committee), Mr. Moham-
med Al-Ajmi (Guest Observer, IT Lecturer), Mr. 
Mohammed Nadeem Tariq (E-Learning Systems 
Administrator, ETC), and Ms. Jemini Varghese 
(Systems, ETC) convened for a meeting last January 
12, 2017 in N221 regarding the improvement of the 
functionalities of the e-learning portal. The propo-
nents discussed about the role of e-learning portal 
to simulate active learning, to promote motivation 
among learners, and to follow-up students’ learning 
progress which can be done through helpful func-
tionalities such as Virtual Programming Lab (VPL) to 
enable students to write programming codes, provi-
sion of Completion Report and Progress Report using 
a Leader Board. A local e-learning site with the afore-
mentioned e-learning features has been developed 
and tested before these have been recommended 
for implementation. ***

staff induction on cims
The Advising and Registration Committee conduct-
ed a training-workshop on CIMS and Registration 
last January 2, 2017 in N222. The Department Regis-
trars, namely: Ms. Jeba Roseline and Mr. Rishi Shan-
kar Verma, conducted the said training with the 
following staff who received the new set of advi-
sees: Ms. Sheikha Abdullah Al-Marzouqi, Dr. Moham-
med Said Sulaiman Al-Bahri, Ms. Rajeswari P.G., Ms. 
Shqran Shakir Abdulwahab, and Dr. Abraham 
Varghese. ***  

visa application workshop

BASIC MATH PLACEMENT TEST
The Basic Math Placement Test, scheduled in three 
different sessions on the same day, was held last 
January 5, 2017 in HCT among the new intake 
students. The IT and Math staff had invigilated the 
said examination. ***
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it crossword puzzle

Down
1. Operating system used for PDAs
2. Database used by Facebook to manage photos
4. Short program to check the connectivity of 
    network
5. Disk storage size comes in KB, MB, GB and so on 
     till…?
6. What does J stand for in RJ45?
10. OOP used for the mobile apps

Across 
3. Alteration of digital image
7. Google tool which says "Turn your passion into 
    profit"
8. The state of computer turning up and down 
    frequently
9. Text used in encryption

Courtesy of Social committee 

Note: Winner is entitled for a prize. 
Email your answers to brijesh.jajal@hct.edu.om. 

ALUMNI CORNER 

I graduated from Muscat Technical Industrial 
College (now, Higher College of Technology) in 
1999 with General National Vocational Qualifi-
cations (GNVQ). On the same year of my grad-
uation, I joined the Ministry of Education as a 
Learning Resource Center (LRC) Technician.  
About five years later, a minister decision had 
been issued to change job titles to Computer 
Technicians so it could cover the expansion of 
the IT domain. I worked in various IT domains 
such as Networking, Graphics and Web Design, 
Educational Forum Supervision, in addition to 
Help Desk which was my basic job. In 2009, an 
Educational Supervision Office was found in 
Wilayat of Suwaiq. Since then, I became the 
Head of IT Department in this office handling 
different sub-sections. The department supervis-
es more than forty (40) schools and taking care 
of its computers, networks, e-learning, e-con-
tents, educational aids, and educational portal. 

I have to confess that the variety of jobs in my 
department have been providing me the 
chance to enhance my leadership and techni-
cal skills. I therefore advise the students of HCT 
and of other colleges and universities to train 
themselves very well to enhance their skills, as 
well as attending extensive courses so it will be 
helpful for them when they want to advance 
their studies. I strongly advise the fresh graduates 
to go for higher studies immediately after get-
ting a job. Moreover, I recommend them to pick 
all the available chances to attend IT Confer-
ences to keep them more informed about the 
latest technologies. ***

Nabhan Saif Khalfan Al-Khaifi

“Never stop 
learning!”

Head of IT Department, Ministry of Education
Suwaiq Educational Supervision Office


