
Welcome to the November 2017 issue of this IT Newsletter! 
November was particularly a great month as it marked the 47th National Day where all the staff, 
students, and the community joyfully celebrated the historical occasion! This occasion has been a reflection about 
the greatness of the Sultanate and its citizens. Graduation had also fallen on the calendar of November! On behalf 
of other staff of the department, we truly wish our new graduates fruitful career lives! May the knowledge, skills, and 
learning experience they had acquired from this department and the College help them in their journey and eventual-
ly shape their own destiny! I am so pleased about the remarkable recognitions gained by IT students who joined 
competitions! Two (2) students will fly soon to China to represent Oman for Huawei ICT Skill Competition! The 
department will continue to strengthen its core mission in offering substantial learning experience among the 
students.

Recently, there had been a series of meetings and consultations between the Ministry of Education and 
our department for some students’ projects. To offer the best for our students, the staff never ceases 
to develop themselves through staff development activities, participation to workshops and confer-
ences, as well as positive reinforcement leading to research culture.
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Newly-Rejoined IT Lecturers

We are fortunate to welcome two (2) newly-rejoined IT lectur-

ers, namely: Dr. Shadha Mohammed Al-Amri(Networking), and 

Dr. Maryam Mohsin Al-Barwani (Networking). ***
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It is a privilege earned by HCT of having hosted the Huawei ICT 

Skill Competition during its National Final Round last Novem-

ber 20, 2017. During the 2.5-hour �nal round competition, the 

quali�ed students from the various colleges and universities of 

Oman had participated. The areas covered during the competi-

tion include: Routing, Switching, Network Security, Wire-

less-LAN, and Cloud Computing. Two (2) of the contenders had 

won the competition, both of whom are students of the Higher 

College of Technology, namely: Ms. Amani Al-Balushi, Network-

ing Bachelor Student, and Ms. Ayesha Al-Zadjali, Internet and 

E-Security Bachelor Student. These two (2) winners are quali-

�ed for the HQ Round Competition which will be held in China.

Moreover, the Huawei ICT Skill Competition promotes ICT 

Industry Technology Certi�cation, develops ICT industry 

talents, and establishes a stronger ICT industry ecosystem. The 

Huawei ICT Skill Competition has the following components: 

Preliminary Round, National Final Round and HQ Final. 

Huawei ICT Skill Competition

The HCIT-IT students who participated during the competi-

tion were the following: Shaima Salem, Kawther Al-Kharusi, 

Amani Al-Balushi, Aisha Al-Zadjali, Anood Al-Husaini, 

Sulaiman Al-Balushi, Khalil Al-Hinai, Bushra Al-Hadi, and Ala 

Salmani. 

During the Preliminary Round of Huawei ICT Skill competi-

tion, nine (9) out of total 100 participants were entries from 

HCT who eventually quali�ed for the next round - the 

National Final Round. Prior to this National Final round, a 

2-day workshop on the competition mechanics, including 

the use of Lab Test on Ensp Simulator, was conducted by 

Huawei personnel last November 16-17, 2017.

The IT sta� who helped in organizing the Competition were 

the following: Dr. Shadha Al-Amri, Dr. Tripti Sharma, and Ms. 

Bashayer Al-Ajmi. Mr. Malil Al-Wahibi and other personnel 

of Huawei mainly facilitated and administered the Huawei 

ICT Skill Competition. ***
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Dr. Huda Al-Shuaily, Mr. Talib Al-Mahruqi, Dr. Manal Al-Rawa-

hi, Dr. Asma Al-Marhoobi, Ms. Khalida Al-Siyabi, and Mr. 

Faisal Al-Toubi, attended the Omani Blockchain Symposium 

which had been conducted last November 6-7 and Novem-

ber 8-9, 2017, respectively. The �rst days aimed at conceptu-

alizing a national Blockchain Framework highlighted by an 

interactive dialogue between distinguished experts with 

more than 700 participants. The rest of the days were allot-

ted for technical retreat among selected groups that 

discussed possible Implementation Plans for selected 

projects that would bring signi�cant impact to the local 

economy. ***

Omani Blockchain Symposium

The Sta� Development Committee organized a seminar 

entitled “Exploring Blockchain Technology” last November 

16, 2017 in N420, HCT. The resource speaker was Mr. Saleh 

Rashid Al-Himali, a Systems Security Specialist of the Infor-

mation Security Division, ITA.

Meeting with MOE Representatives

Representatives from the Ministry of Education (MOE), namely: 

Ms. Azza Al Riyami, Mr. Yahya Al Jahwari, and Mr. Salim 

Al-Kharousi were invited for a meeting in the department last 

November 28, 2017. 

Dr. Huda Al-Shuaily, Dr. Fatima Al-Abri, Dr. Muna Al-Rahbi, Ms. 

Areej Almajed, and Ms. Huda Al-Ghafri participated in the said 

meeting. ***

The meeting resulted to an interactive discussion about the 

possible projects which the Software Engineering and Informa-

tion Systems students may develop for the ministry. 

The resource speaker emphasized that “[…] the emergence 

of quantum computing, block-chain is vulnerable on brute 

force attack. Thus, there is a need to secure Blockchain. 

More work has to be carried out in this area to build intelli-

gence about the Bitcoin Block.” ***

“A good teacher can inspire hope, ignite the 
imagination, and instill a love of learning.”                       
                                                     - Brad Henry

Upcoming Event...

The Research Council (TRC) invited Dr. Shadha Al Amri to deliver 

a presentation about IAAS-cloud Security Enhancement via 

Intelligent Access Network at The National Research Forum on 

December 10, 2017. ***



Groups of students, with their 

respective lecturers, visited 

Omantel last November 20-27, 

2017 as part of class activities in 

‘Principles of Data Telecommuni-

cations’ course which exposed 

them with the real-time 

telephone network of the Sultan-

ate and enabled them to gain more knowledge about the 

emerging technologies in the �eld of data telecommunications. 

Dr. Narasimha Prasad, Mr. Mohammed Al-Bahri, and Mr. Moham-

med Furqan supervised the students throughout this education-

al industrial visit. According to Dr. Narasimha Prasad, “ [...] It was a 

very successful industrial visit by our students with the support 

and cooperation from the all the concerned o�cials in our 

college and sta� at Omantel. Our students were able to get a lot 

of exposure in the latest technologies being used in the country 

in the �eld of communications.” ***

With much of con�dence, two (2) advanced diploma IT students, 

namely: Areen Nasser Al Rawahi and Esraa Said Al Maani 

presented a research paper entitled “Designing and Implement-

ing an Online Mobile Store System” during the National Sympo-

sium on Emerging Trends in Engineering and Management 

(NSETEM-2017) organized by Waljat College of Applied Sciences, 

Muscat, Oman, held last November 13-14, 2017.  The students 

were awarded with a Certi�cate of Contribution.  ***
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3rd Oman Math Day Celebration

The Sta� Development Committee, in coordination with 

the Math Section, conducted a series of seminar-workshops 

as follows: Dr. Arun Prasath, Math Lecturer, presented a 

topic entitled Statistics using R Language last November 22, 

2017 in F239. According to r-project.org, “R is a cross-plat-

form language and environment for statistical computing 

and graphics, which is available as Free Software under the 

terms of the Free Software Foundation’s GNU General Public 

License”.   Dr. Manal Nasser Al-Rawahi, Networking Lecturer, 

and Mr. Mohammed Al-Bahri, IES Lecturer, presented a topic 

entitled Scilab for Mathematics last November 23, 2017 in 

N417. According to scilab.org, “Scilab is free and open 

source software for numerical computation providing a 

powerful computing environment for engineering and 

scienti�c applications.” ***

Smart Cities Hackathon Muttrah 2017

Smart Cities Hackathon is a 2-day competition which 

aimed to develop smart technologies and innovative 

solutions to transform the historic district of Muttrah into a 

smart city, which was an initiative of The Research Council 

(TRC), in cooperation with Muscat Municipality, the 

Supreme Council for Planning, and the Information Tech-

nology Authority. The competition was participated in by 

residents including academicians, students, and other 

professionals. The hackathon was held last November 3-4, 

2017 preceded by orientation and explanation of targets to 

participants. Ms. Rahma Al-Habsi, Database Lecturer, super-

vised the student-participants who represented HCT-IT. ***

Industrial Visit to Omantel
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The Data Centre delivered a small presentation about the 

servers and other technologies used to run such Data 

Centre. The group also checked the Network Operation 

Centre (NOC) where all the alarms that are operating round 

the clock are shown in big screens. 

Internet and E-Security Lecturers, namely, Mr. Faisal Al-Toubi 

and Ms. Shaima Al-Amri, had supervised the group of 

students. Mr. Faisal Al-Toubi said “[…] I satisfactorily com-

pleted a 3-month working experience at the Oman Data 

Park and I believed that it is a helpful idea to bring our 

students in such a real working environment to help them 

connect their knowledge acquired from their classroom 

with the real workplace.” ***

Field Visit at Oman Data Park, ITA
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Field Visit at SAS, ITA
A group of eight (8) students along with two lecturers, namely, 

Ms. Bashayer A-Ajmi and Ms. Shaima Al-Amri, visited the Appli-

cation Development Department and the Department of Entre-

preneurship and Sustainable Technologies of SAS, ITA last 

November 30, 2017. 

The �eld visit was a very good avenue for students to raise 

awareness about the increasing demand of local talents for 

smart phone application development in the Sultanate. The 

students also gained knowledge about the Centre’s training 

program o�erings targeting various groups and services provid-

ed among trainees, customers, and even owners of small and 

medium enterprises. Moreover, the students learned about the 

development of ICT industries such as the viability of local and 

foreign investments in the ICT sector which could provide more 

job opportunities. 

According to Ms. Bashayer Al-Ajmi, “[…] such kind of �eld visit 

promotes an entrepreneurial culture and positive perspective 

among the students.” ***

A group of eighteen (18) diploma and advanced diploma 

students visited the Data Park, ITA last November 15, 2017. The 

objective of the �eld visit was to expose the students to the tech-

nologies and to educate them about the impact of Data Centre 

among organizations of the Sultanate. This provides a clear 

picture about how a real working environment looks like that 

may motivate students to positively embrace their chosen �eld 

of specialization.

Seminar on M-Learning Project

According to Dr. Sarrab, “[…] M-learning is the next gener-

ation of eLearning, whereas the next generation of the 

learning systems will provide easy access and widely avail-

able to all who wish to be part of it. The term mobile learn-

ing or in short M-Learning refers to the use of mobile and 

handheld IT devices, such as mobile telephones, laptops, 

PDAs and tablet PC technologies, in training, learning and 

teaching. The mobile learning can be considered as the 

third wave of learning with mainframe and desktop com-

puters as the �rst and second waves., respectively.” ***

The Sta� Development Committee organized a seminar on 

M-Learning presented by Dr. Mohammed Sarrab from 

Communication and Information Research Center of 

Sultan Qaboos University last November 6. 2017 in N419, 

HCT. The seminar was participated in by IT lecturers.   



IT Staff Invited as Resource Person by ETC
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Dr. Huda Al-Shuaily and Dr. Manal Al-Rawahi were invited 

as participants during the Middle East IoT Integration 

Summit 2017 held last November 27, 2017 in Sheraton, 

Muscat. The conference was attended by global as well as 

regional industry experts, key decision makers, and other 

experienced in�uencers and leaders who aimed at giving 

insights on how IoT will revamp or unlock the IoT poten-

tials among the various industries in the Middle East. 

Speci�cally, the following topics had been discussed: 

Current Trends in IoT, IoT and Big Data Analytics, Building 

a Digital Enterprise, Integration Hurdles , and building a 

Robust and E�ective IoT Security Strategy.  ***

Middle East IoT Integration Summit 2017

Dr. Binod Kumar, Software Engineering Lecturer, was invited by 

the Educational Technologies Centre, HCT to deliver a work-

shop entitled “Fundamentals of Project Management” last 

November 9, 2017. The aim of the workshop was to enhance 

the technical skills through knowledge on project manage-

ment of the ETC sta�. The participants were taught of how to 

use Microsoft Project into their tasks.  ***  

6th Regional Cybersecurity Summit

Ms. Shaima Al-Amri, IES Lecturer, attended the 6th 

Regional Cybersecurity Summit held last November 

20-21, 2017 in Sheraton Oman Hotel. The theme of the 

summit states "Towards E�cient Cyber Resilience", which 

was attended by Cybersecurity Experts, VPs/Directors/-

Heads of IT and Cybersecurity, and representatives from 

the education sector. The summit aimed at exploring the 

latest innovations for the integration of security and 

safety technologies, understanding the global Cyberse-

curity market condition, learning about the current 

trends of Cybersecurity, and meeting or networking with 

the top global Cybersecurity experts. The summit 

covered a range of topics, highlighting the current trends 

and future threats, which are a�ecting the organizations 

and business e�ectiveness. ***

Dr. Huda Al-Shuaily, Head of the Department, and Dr. Amando P. 

Singun Jr., Department QA O�cer, had attended the Follow-Up 

Visit and Meeting by the Quality Department (QD), Ministry of 

Manpower (MoM) last November 21, 2017 in the Multi-Purpose 

Hall, ELC. The meeting focused on the following: OAAA and QD 

Audit Reports, identi�ed gaps, and issues or matters related to 

quality. ***



The College Risk Health and Safety Committee audited the IT 

Department last November 30, 2017 from 11am-2:30pm. An 

evacuation Drill was also held last November 28, 2017 in the 

areas of APS-PH-SP buildings where some IT courses had 

conducted their laboratory classes. 

The RHS Committee also released the Hazard Reporting form 

which should be used to send any request related to Risk/Health 

and Safety (e.g. AC Problems, Unsafe Situation, etc.) to the 

Administration. The said form is available in the IT Library as well 

as in the RHS E-Learning Page. 
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Staff Orientation on Advising and Registration

The Advising and Registration Committee organized an Orien-

tation Program on Advising and Registration among IT sta� in 

order to raise awareness on the IT New Program and to refresh 

the advisors and lecturers with the various procedures related 

to academic advising, registration, attendance entry, nonshow 

reporting, course withdrawal, academic probation, new English 

language criteria, and changing of specialization procedures. 

The program was organized in three di�erent sessions last 

November 22-23, 2017. Ms. Jeba Roseline, the IT Registrar, 

conducted the said orientation. ***

RHS Audit and Other RHS Activities
The Research Committee created research groups, catego-

rized by Research Fields and Research Areas. The research 

areas chosen by the groups are the following: Big Data 

Analytics, Infrastructure Management, IT Systems, IT Data 

Science, Intelligent Systems, Social Media/New Technology 

Acceptance/Information Systems Success Modelling, Graph 

Theory, Human-Computer Interaction, Medical Imaging, 

Innovative Teaching Practices, Web Mining/Web Informa-

tion Retrieval, Applied Mathematics, Cloud Computing and 

Access Control, and Block Chain/Dark Web/E-Commerce. 

More research groups are expected in the future.

It is also the practice of the Research Committee to dissemi-

nate information related to research. Recently, the Commit-

tee announced that the deadline for submission of papers 

for Smart Education and Technology Symposium 

2018(SETS) of Ibra College of Technology is extended until 

December 17, 2017. The Symposium accepts papers with 

the following themes: Best Practices in Student Centered 

Learning (SCL), Paradigm Shift in Management in Manage-

ment Practices, Optimizing ICT infrastructure, and Innova-

tive and Emerging Technologies in Renewable Energy and 

Water Management. 

It had also been announced that the University of Asia and 

the Paci�c (UA&P) – Information Science and Technology 

Department will host the 2nd Research Conference on 

Emerging Information Technology Trends in Asia and the 

Paci�c 2018 with the theme “Information Technology 

Research for Human Development”.  The event will be held 

on February 21, 2018 at Pasig City, Philippines. The research 

tracks include the following: Computer Engineering, Com-

puter Science, Information Systems, and  Information Tech-

nology. Moreover, the “RIPE Community Projects Funding” 

was also introduced by the Research Committee.

Knowledge-sharing is a key practice in the department. The 

Committee shared the following three (3) useful books 

about research: “The Craft of Research” by Wayne C. Booth, 

Gregory G. Colomb, et.al.;  “Composing Qualitative 

Research” by Karen Golden-Biddle; and “Great Minds in 

Management” by Ken G. Smith and Michael A. Hitt. ***

Research Committee Activities

“Unity is strength... when there is teamwork 
and collaboration, wonderful things can be 
achieved.”  - Mattie Stepanek



Kodus to the IT Graduates

Any original sick leaves or other documents related to Sta� 

Leaves should be submitted directly by the employees 

themselves to the HR Department. ***

Sta� must not leave the College throughout the o�cial 

working hours for any purpose without prior approval of 

their direct-in-charge or direct supervisors. ***

All Survey Request should be coming from the QA O�cer/s. 

If the survey request is not part of the Strategic Plan Online 

Survey, approval from ADAA and/or QAU is necessary. ***

It is prohibited by the College to post any ads in walls, doors, 

etc. other than the Bulletin Boards that are distributed in 

each department or centre. ***

The department would like to extend its congratulatory 

greetings to the IT graduates whose honor and prestige 

had been formally declared during the graduation ceremo-

nies held last November 13, 2017 and November 15, respec-

tively, in Al Madina Theatre, Qorum’. Also, the department 

would like to congratulate the ever-supportive parents, 

family members, and other signi�cant others! 

Dr. Huda Al-Shuaily, Head of IT Department, appreciated 

the hard work and collective e�orts of the following sta� 

who participated during the graduation rites: Dr. Muna 

Al-Rahbi, Ms. Rahma Al-Habsi, Ms. Khalida Al-Siyabi, Ms. 

Maha Al-Anqoudi, Ms. Bashayer Al-Ajmi, Mr. Ahmed Abdulla 

Attar, and Mr. Basil Othman. ***

The Technogroup organized an event to celebrate the 47th 

National Day in a unique manner such as a display of traditional 

majlis, the setting up of a photo studio, active participation 

during a program segment at the College Auditorium, a sale of 

traditional foods, an exhibition of traditional games, a creative 

exposition of a plane show, and a taste of Omani halwa and 

co�ee among the passers-by.  ***
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IT Staff Celebrated the 47th National Day

The Sta� Development Committee organized a social gather-

ing last November 23, 2017 to celebrate the 47th National Day. 

The event was held at the open lawn adjacent to Engineering 

Block and diagonally opposite to Echo house. The event called 

for everyone to historically re�ect on the rich Oman’s history 

and commemorate the sultanate’s independence from Portu-

gal. The event was embellished with Omani �ags and other 

symbols of patriotism. ***

IT Students Celebrated the 47th National Day

The IT Department was informed about the presence of 

Rohingya Charity organization stalls that were scattered 

around the workplace, to collect coins-for-a-purpose. Generous 

IT sta� and students had participated for this charity initiative 

last November 19-23, 2017. ***

Rohingya Charity Organization

Announcements

“It is not the strongest of the species that 
survive, nor the most intelligent, but the one most 
responsive to change.”                       
                                                  - Charles Darwin
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I am Mr. Faisal Al-Toubi, a newly-joined lecturer in the Higher 

College of Technology. There has been a mutual bond 

between me and this College where I completed my Bache-

lor’s Degree in Internet & E-Security. As a former student of 

this College, I had the will to pursue my higher education 

and had always admired the academic work. 

The Ministry of Manpower opened its door for opportunities 

with whoever was interested to complete his/her advanced 

studies and subsequently serve as a Lecturer in one of the 

technical colleges. With such an opportunity, I continued my 

studies at Monash University in Australia and completed my 

Master’s Degree in Network Security. 

Now that I have completed my higher education and got the 

job that I have always wanted, I believe that these are just 

the beginning or the start of a new challenge and goals! I 

believe that working as a Lecturer could help me build 

myself, share, and pass my knowledge to the present and 

upcoming young generation who are going to become the 

next role models who could help build and develop this 

country for the best. 

This is my inspirational message I wish to relay among the 

students and fresh graduates who have goals, dreams, 

ambitions, and imaginations of who they are going to 

become or how they are going to contribute for a better 

developed and healthy lifestyle for society and the country 

-- “If you don’t work hard for what you want, you will never 

have it! If you don’t ask, you will never get the answer! If you 

don’t step forward, you will always be in the same place!” 

Hence, keep working hard to achieve your goals and let us 

feel proud of your accomplishments. ***
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